Graphic Organizer: Checks and Balances Sun p.23

Use the Chart from p. 261 in your textbook to help you create a Three

Balance Scale that illustrates the check and balances each branch has on the

others. Then, answer the following questions.

CHECKS ON COURTS
* Appoints federal judges \
* Can grant reprieves and + Can impeach and remove

« Can declare executive CHECKS ON CONGRESS appointments and to
acts unconstitutional * Can veta acts of Congress PRy fraatis
* Judges, appeinted for » Can call special sessions
life, are free from of Congress
exeautive control * Can suggest laws and

send messages to Congress

Judicial Branch

(Supreme Court) = Can impeach and
remove federal judges

= Establishes lower
federal courts

* Can refuse to confirm
judicial appointments

+ Judicial review—Can
declare acts of Congress
unconstitutional

pardons for federal crimes the president
+ Can override veto
Executive Branch = Controls spending of money
: * Senate can refuse to
CHECKS ON PRESIDENT (PI’ESIdEI‘It) confirm presidential

1. What happens to a law declared unconstitutional?

The Judicial Branch would repeal the law.

2. What happens when a president’s actions are declared unconstitutional
(for example, he steals money from the treasury)?

3. If a Supreme Court Justice breaks the law, what can the legislative
branch do?

4. If the president makes a treaty with a foreign country, what can the
other branches do to check him?

Congress:

Supreme Court:

5. If Congress passes a law, what can be done by:

The President:

Supreme Court:
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